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The Genesee County Health Department (GCHD) encourages our residents to practice
boating safety this summer. In 2014, 2,678 people were injured in boating incidents. Eighty-four
percent of people who drowned in boating incidents were not wearing life jackets. The leading
contributing factor in fatal boating accidents is alcohol consumption. While boating this season,
ensure your safety by being aware of the risks and commit to safety.

Follow these tips while boating this summer:


Always wear a properly-fitted life jacket, at all times, on any boat.



Put on your life jacket before hitting the open water, 46% of boating fatalities occurred while
docked, anchored, or drifting.



Alcohol is a leading factor in fatal incidents. Don’t use alcohol while boating. Drinking and
operating a boat is illegal, due to the fact that it impairs judgement, vision and coordination.



Drinking alcohol on the water can cause impairment more quickly because of sun and heat
exposure.



More than 70% of boating incidents are caused by operator error. Boater safety classes are
available that cover how to safely operate and navigate your recreational vessel.



Keep your boat properly maintained and regularly inspected. The Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) is a free public service provided by the U.S Coast Guard. For more information visit
their website: www.vesselsafetycheck.org
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Remember while boating:


Know the signs of carbon monoxide poisoning. An odorless, colorless gas, carbon
monoxide is emitted from engines, such as boat engines or onboard motor generators.



Check local weather conditions and forecasts before boating.



Watch for dangerous waves and signs of rip currents. Some examples are water that is
discolored and choppy, foamy, or filled with debris and moving in a channel away from
shore.



Be prepared! Take the time to develop a float plan in case of emergency.

The Genesee County Health Department encourages everyone to follow these safety tips
while boating this summer. Our motto is “Better Life Through Better Health.” For more information,
visit our website: www.gchd.us.
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